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In Memory

of 

Tom Watson Brown, 1933-2007,

lawyer, philanthropist, historian, raconteur and friend.
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Preface

History does not follow a script or a guideline; it does not follow an outline or a paradigm; it does not follow a mountain or a valley.  History evolves based upon the habits, customs, and mores of a people.


Institutions are not invented.  They are devised and founded based upon needs, desires, and necessities.  But their effectiveness and vitality always rest with people, because institutions are founded to help people navigate through the perils and travails of life in pursuit of a better life.  Hence any institution - religious, civic, social or political - has to be both responsible and responsive to people.


The judiciary may appear to be an abstraction to some, but courts reflect the utilitarian values of this so-called abstraction.  Courts place a face on this abstraction as they protect the rights of citizens vis-à-vis citizens; as they protect the rights of citizens from an overreaching government; as they protect citizens from vigilante justice; and as they protect the functions of a tripartite government to ensure that each remains within its proper sphere of authority.


So history follows events and their duration, and, for the most part, it follows the major or dominant participants in those events.  It is the historian who captures and chronicles those events.  It is the historian who fleshes out the circumstances of those events by providing context and interpretation because history does not occur in a vacuum.


In this, The Centennial History of the Court of Appeals of Georgia, our eminent historians seek to lay bare the rich and glorious history of our Court.  The record of the Court of Appeals is an enviable one; the history of the Court of Appeals is an inspiring one; and the future of the Court of Appeals beckons us with the same significance that faced our predecessors.  Looking back, we salute our ancestors; looking forward - as every generation must - we challenge posterity that there shall be no retreat from those twin virtues of liberty and justice.
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